A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
comes all that we have.    It spread outward till we in the
north, and many others, became part of it,
To the north-west, outside this Mediterranean civilized world,
lay at first a half-civilizedpart, with traditional laws, a priesthood,
and roads of a kind, but no writing or coinage or important
buildings till the civilized part began to spread. This half-
civilized part was most of what is to-day France and Spain and
all Ireland and England.
Then there was a barbaric part full of wandering tribes which
never had writing or proper building or coinage, or anything
which goes with civilization. This covered what is now Germany
and Poland and Hungary and Scandinavia.
All this old world, civilized, half-civilized, and barbaric, was
Pagan. It had no certainty in religion. It had no common doc-
trine of a future life, and it only worshipped local gods differing
from place to place. Also it was everywhere founded upon
slavery—that is, only a part, and in most places only a small
part, of the people were free men and citizens. The rest had
to work for them.and were bought and sold.
The Roman State gradually came to include all Italy be-
tween the Apennines and the sea. Then, from about 200 B.a
onward, it more rapidly absorbed North Africa from Tunis to
the Straits of Gibraltar, the east of Spain, Lombardy, and the
southern coasts of France. These various districts spoke many
dialects, but the official tongue of all laws, of all permanent
literature, and of the wealthy governing classes and officials was
Latin. To the east of all this was the territory now called the
Balkans and Greece, Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt, It had
been given a predominatingly Greek culture. Greek was the
general language of its permanent literature and ruling classes
and officials. This Greek world also fell under the influence
of Rome, and combined with the Latin West, till the whole was
one great state ruled from Rome. So far little was known of
England by the civilized men of the south, but their merchants
came to it now and then.
The first record of England by an eyewitness is found in
sentences saved from the lost writings of Pytheas. He was a
Greek who came from the world of the Mediterranean* He
sailed hither from Marseilles, then a Greek colony, more than
2200 years ago. He came up along the South Coast as far as
Kent, which had the same name then as it has now. So had
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